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Welcome to the Fisher’s Law Office Newsletter, providing you with legal
information you can use in your everyday life.
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Look at your car insurance! Florida Law Statute
§324.021 has a minimum requirement of $10,000
worth of personal injury protection (insurance that
provides medical and wage loss benefits designed to
protect you in a crash) and an additional $10,000 for
property damage liability to other people’s vehicles.
Note that under Florida law, you
do not have to carry liability
insurance that covers another person’s injuries
to their body. It is highly recommended
that you have this type of insurance, as well as
“underinsured motorist” (UM) coverage. This type
of insurance covers you in case the other party in a
crash does not have enough insurance to pay for your
injuries. I’ve seen many sad cases over the years of
people who have failed to secure underinsured
motorist coverage, and were then severely injured in
a car crash—only to have no financial recourse
against the other party because they have no money
or are bankrupt. Take care of yourself in 2020, and
have the vision to make sure that you are safe
throughout this year by getting adequate car
insurance before you drive in Florida.

In 2020 you should have the vision to look at your
Last Will and Testament, your power of attorney,
your health care surrogate, and other planning
documents to make sure they are up to date. We
recommend you keep your last will and
testament as well as other planning documents in
a file that is easily accessible by you and your
loved ones. Show your loved ones where you
keep your will and tell them what is in it. You
should also keep a list of passwords for your
social media accounts with your will so that your
family can access them and shut them down
should you pass away.

Mention this newsletter for a free
20-minute telephone consultation!
Offer expires 12/31/2020.

Review at your medical plan! Up until the beginning of
2019, there was a substantial federal penalty for not being
enrolled in a health insurance plan that conformed to the
requirements of the Affordable Care Act. Now, as a result
of a change in the law, there is no federal penalty for not
having health insurance as of January 1, 2019.
Consequently, the $695 penalty is eliminated for the tax
year 2019.

However, if you can afford it you should still have
health insurance, as one stay in the hospital can easily
bankrupt anyone. Generally in order to qualify
“ObamaCare”, you must have taxable income of at least
$14,000 in Florida to qualify for a high deductible low
premium plan. If your income is too high however, the
subsidy is phased out and you will have to pay the full cost
of the premium for health insurance. Whatever your
situation, look at your plan in 2020 and decide what
coverage is best for you.

Look at your family
situation. Check to
make sure that your
family is cared for.
Are you meeting
with your children’s
teachers, are you making
sure that your children receive regular medical
care and proper nutrition? Are you looking to
see that your children are safe after school?
2020 vision involves not just looking at your
own situation but also that of your family to
make sure that 2020 is a happy and
prosperous year for everyone in your family.

Look at your homestead exemption in Florida.
Under the Florida Constitution, you can have up
to ½ an acre within city limits, and 160 acres
outside a city as protected homestead property.
General creditors cannot seize such property.
Make sure you are claiming a homestead
exemption if you are entitled to one.

Look at your 401K, IRA, and other retirement
account contributions. If you are age 50 or over, you
can contribute $7000 tax free into an individual
retirement account in 2020. The money grows tax free
and is not attachable by creditors.
Whatever your plan, take a look at you have, and
what is available to you, and look to see if your
employer matches payments that you make to a
savings plan for your retirement. If your employer
matches your contributions, you should absolutely
“max out” to the extent that you can to provide for your
future. Looking out for yourself now may save you a lot
of heartache in the future.

Have the vision to look at the future. There is a joke that the way a man plans for the future is to buy two six
packs of beer! But in all seriousness, you should look into the future to see what you may be able to do to
prevent big problems down the road. For example: have your air conditioner system checked; change the oil
in your car; check your tire pressure and the wear and tear on your tires. Are there holes in your roof that
need to be repaired? Are there things that you have put off that you can do this year to make the future
easier for yourself? Have the vision in 2020 to make the future easier, and if you have questions about any of
the above legal matters, please do not hesitate to contact Fisher’s Law Office. We’ll be glad to help you!



2020 VISION ALERT:
New Laws for the New Year
Florida’s minimum wage has increased to $8.56.
Electronic notarization is now legal in Florida,
but the notary must see you sign via Skype or
another video link.
You must now be 21 years old to buy cigarettes
or vaping products. Ironically, a young person
can have children and fight/die for their country,
get married, buy a house, enter contracts and
employment agreements, but can’t have a
cigarette or vape as of this year.
As of this year, texting while driving is a
“primary offense.” This means the police can now
stop you if they see you texting on your cell
phone in traffic. Also, you may not speak on a cell
phone in school zones or construction zones
when driving. Recent studies have shown that
using a phone while operating a car is equal to
impairment caused by drinking alcohol. Put
down your phone and save a life in 2020.
New York no longer requires bail for persons
charged with minor crimes. If you are charged
with a misdemeanor or nonviolent felony in New
York, there is no bail required for your release
from jail pending trial. The law does not waive
bail for domestic violence or sex crimes.
It is finally illegal to possess single use plastic
bags in Oregon. Shoppers must bring their own
bag when shopping, or pay a fee for a paper bag
at the grocery store.
A new law regarding prescriptions drugs
requires health care practitioners to generate
and transmit all prescriptions electronically to
pharmacies, except when electronic prescribing
is unavailable due to a temporary electrical or
technological failure.
The purpose of the bill is to allow for better
tracking of prescription drugs and consistency in
their processing although the new law may come
as a relief to pharmacists frustrated with doctors'
illegible handwritten prescriptions.



Interesting Cases at Fisher’s Law Office
In 2020, do not rely on spyware to collect information. In
th
O’Brien v. O’Brien, 800 So. 2d 1133 (Fla. 5 DCA 2005), a
wife installed Spyware one her husband’s computer to
monitor his activities and communications with another
woman. Once the husband found out, he filed for a
permanent injunction against any evidence obtained via the
Spyware, and the Court granted his injunction. When the
wife appealed, the Court upheld the lower Court’s decision.
The communications were obtained illegally; therefore, it
was within the power of the court to deny admission of this
evidence.
______________________________________________
Another cheater caught! Our divorce client’s spouse left
and moved away, refusing to support the family. My staff
and I investigated and discovered a website advertising the
spouse’s new business with a woman. We obtained bank
statements and found lots of cash deposits as well as
unexplained new income.
Chances are the spouse will pay a lot in child support and
alimony for opening an online business with the new
paramour. Such brazen activity doesn’t sit well with the
person working hard to support the parties’ children. Love
is blind, but the consequences of it can result in blind rage
as well.
______________________________________________
Just when you think you’ve heard it all, someone comes into
my office with a bizarre story. Our client bought over
$30,000 worth of cashier’s checks and lost them! Fourteen
years later, they were located and the bank refused to honor
them. (The money “escheated” to the state of Florida after
five years.) We suggest clients store checks and other things
of value in a safe place if at all possible.
______________________________________________
The worst case of last year came into my office in
December 2019. An 84 year old man had a Final Judgment
against him for failure to pay a credit card. The creditor
claimed that he was served in person and that it was his
debt; but he claimed he was never served and suspected
that his daughter had used his credit card without his
permission. During the consult, it became apparent that his
daughter had transferred his home to herself, using a
power of attorney he had given her. We advised immediate
suit and that our client contact the authorities, including
the police, for abuse of the elderly—but he declined, saying
“I don’t want anything bad to happen to my daughter.” We
begged for the right to contact the authorities—but he still
declined. Some people are hard to help.
______________________________________________
Our client owns a small commercial building with several
rental storefronts. We were asked to review a lease and
noticed a major error: There was no “personal guarantee”
signed by the prospective tenants. We made changes to the
lease to include such a guarantee in case the tenant
defaulted on the promise to pay rent. A personal guarantee
is additional security for the landlord in case of default.
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